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Ame ri can “Pe a ce ful Of fen si ve“
Se cond Vi sit of Ave rell Har ri man and Yugo sla via by the End 

of 1965 and the Be gin ning of 1966

Sum mary

The US “pe a ce of fen si ve” and Har ri man’s se cond vi sit to Yugo sla via at the end 
of 1965 and early 1966 did not bring the re sults that Was hing ton ex pec ted. Alt ho ugh Har-
ri man’s vi sit to Bel gra de ma de a po si ti ve im pres sion on US of fi ci als, it did not ful fill its 
ba sic task, that was to ma ke pres su re on the US SR to get en ga ged in the pe a ce ful set tle-
ment of the Vi et nam War. Yugo slav of fi ci als wel co med this pe a ce ini ti a ti ve, but in si sted 
on a per ma nent su spen sion of bom bing and re cog ni tion of the Front for the Na ti o nal Li-
be ra tion of So uth Vi et nam as an equ al ne go ti a ting part ner. Alt ho ugh the of fi cial Bel gra de 
pre sen ted US at ti tu de wit hin the “pe a ce of fen si ve” to the So vi et re pre sen ta ti ves, they did 
not send any fe ed back. Al so, in di scus si ons with re pre sen ta ti ves of non-alig ned co un tri es, 
it was con clu ded that the re was no pos si bi lity for any jo int ac tion, so it be ca me cle ar that 
Bel gra de was not able to con tri bu te to the pos si ble start of ne go ti a ti ons on the so lu tion of 
the Vi et nam War. On the ot her hand, Ha noi firmly re jec ted this ini ti a ti ve, be li e ving that the 
Uni ted Sta tes was not sin ce rely trying to esta blish pe a ce in Vi et nam. The So vi et le a ders 
we re of the sa me opi nion as the ir North-Vi et na me se co un ter parts. Was hing ton’s re luc tan ce 
to re cog ni ze FNL as an equ al part ner in the ne go ti a ti ons, as well as the har dli ne at ti tu des 
of the DR Vi et nam le a der ship abo ut the con di ti ons of ac hi e ving a pe a ce ful so lu tion ca u sed 
fa i lu re of this ini ti a ti ve. The fa i lu re of the “pe a ce offаnsive” led to the re ne wal of the DR. 
Vi et nam bom bard ment and to the con ti nu a tion of the war with unen ding for ce. Gi ven that 
the SFRY co uld not in flu en ce the chan ge of at ti tu des in Mo scow, this si tu a tion led to a we a-
ke ning of the re la ti ons bet we en Was hing ton and Bel gra de. The con ti nu a tion of the con flict 
in Vi et nam has al so pro vo ked new cri ti cism of US po licy by Yugo slav le a der ship, which, 
in the new cir cum stan ces, the Uni ted Sta tes was not ready to to le ra te.


